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A note from Mrs Spearing…… We have had a great start to the last half term. There has been such a
variety of high quality learning going on across the curriculum including first aid training from the Air
Ambulance, racing our Goblin car at Curborough and all of the sporting events that we have competed
in. In addition, I am really looking forwards to the class assemblies that are planned in for the next
few weeks. It is so lovely to see parents back in school and the school returning to what it was pre
Covid before I retire. We still have a busy few weeks ahead and to top it all it looks as if summer has
arrived! With that in mind, please ensure your children have hats, water bottles and that they have had
suncream applied before school.

Wednesday 22nd June – New EYFS Transition 1: 9.30am – 11.00am
Monday 27th June – Y5/Y6 Visit to Think Tank
Tuesday 28th June at 9.30am – Year 1 Class Assembly
Wednesday 29th June – New EYFS Transition 2: 9.30am – 11.00am
Wednesday 29th June – Transition Afternoon
Thursday 30th June at 9.30am – Year 2 Class Assembly
Friday 1st July - PTFA Disco’s
Monday 4th July – Freestyle Football Workshops
Tuesday 5th July at 9.30am – Year 5 Class Assembly
Tuesday 5th July at 2.30pm – Reception Class Assembly
Wednesday 6th July – New EYFS Transition 3: 9.30am – 11.00am
Wednesday 6th July – Meet the new Teachers: 3.45pm and 5.30pm
Thursday 7th July at 9.30am – Year 4 Class Assembly
Thursday 7th July - Annual Reports sent home
Friday 8th July - Sports Day
Monday 11th July – Y1 Visit to Ancient High House
Tuesday 12th July – Sport Enrichment Day (Tennis)
Tuesday 12th July – Parents Evening (3.30pm – 6.30pm)
Thursday 14th July – Y2 Visit to Ancient High House
Thursday 14th July at 9.30am – Year 3 Class Assembly
Thursday 14th July at 2.00pm – Year 6 Leavers Assembly
Thursday 14th July – Year 6 Leavers Bash (6pm – 9pm)
Friday 15th July – Reserve Sports Day
Tuesday 19th July - School Closes for Summer Break
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Eco
I am so proud to announce that St Leonard's Primary
school has been awarded with our Green Flag. Thank you
to all of the eco-committee for all of their hard work
this year. Thank you to all of the children and teachers
who have all worked together to help improve the areas
on our action plan for biodiversity, energy and waste.
Thank you to all of the parents for your donations of
plants, seeds, bulbs, plastic bottles and bags. We are
currently awaiting the delivery of our flag so keep a look
out for it flying high soon. Mrs Hitchen

Nursery Places
Applications for Nursery places
are now open for September 2022.
Please complete an application
form and send it to the school
office. Forms are available under
the Leo’s Nursery section on our
school website.
Transition visits will begin during
the Summer Term so please apply
as soon as possible to ensure you
have a space.

Sports Day – Friday 8th July
Sports Day has been arranged at the school field for Friday 8th July. Fingers crossed that the weather
is kind to us. If we do cancel due to the weather the reserve date will be Friday 15th July.
For your comfort you may like to bring along a deck chair!
Nursery & Reception: 9.15am – 9.45am
Years 1 & 2: 10am - 11.00am
Year 3 & 4: 11.00am – 12.00pm
Years 5 & 6: 2.00pm – 3.15pm
Parents are welcome to join us at the field but please observe the following Health and Safety rules:
No smoking/vaping anywhere on school premises - this includes the school field. No dogs. Please consider
our neighbors when parking. The children will return to school to change at the end of the day and may be
collected from the playground in the normal way. Please do not take your child home from the field.
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Year 2 have been learning more
information out about the conditions that
plants need to survive. We carried out a
science investigation to see if cress will
still grow if it is in a dark cupboard and
the fridge. We have also been learning
about organic methods of caring for
plants and planted marigolds with our
tomato plants to deter white fly and
carefully removed caterpillars from our
cabbages.
Year 5 have had a busy
start to our final half term.
On our first day back, we had a visit from the
Midlands Air Ambulance who taught us how to
perform CPR. We worked really well in pairs and
received a pencil and sticker in recognition of our
hard work. We have been working hard to
complete our Watertower stories in English and
have begun to research summer sports, ready to
write a non-chronological report. We are looking
forward to lots of sporting events coming up
over the next few weeks, such as a basketball
tournament, a cricket tournament, a football
festival, a visit from a world class freestyle
footballer and sports day!

St. Leonard’s Primary School
Telephone: 01785 334960
Email: office@st-leonards-stafford.staffs.sch.uk
CARING, RESILIENT, RESPECTFUL, REFLECTIVE, CONFIDENT, RESPONSIBLE

Leonard’s Life!
Issue: 15

17 th June 2022

SATs are now a distant memory and the
Year 6 children are currently hard at work
preparing for their end of year assembly.
Auditions have taken place and all the
children have been assigned their parts
which we are now busy rehearsing. In
science we have been learning about the circulatory
system. This week, we modelled the way in which blood
travels around the body delivering oxygen and other
nutrients to our organs and how carbon dioxide is
removed in the lungs. We have also found out about
the different elements that make up our blood: plasma,
platelets, red and white blood cells. We wrote haiku
poems to describe their features and painted cells using
watercolours. Haiku are a Japanese form of poetry
with only three lines. They should convey a lot of
information in a short poem. Each line must contain a
certain number of syllables: 5,7,5.
Here are some Haiku written by Riley, Mason and Deaglan.
What am I?

What am I?

My colour is red,

O my white blood cell

I make your blood clot

Transport oxygen around

You help fight off diseases

I’m a fragment of a cell,

I am doughnut shaped.

So I see the light.

I am colourless.

Red blood cell by Riley

White blood cell by Mason

Platelets by Deaglan
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The children in Leo’s Den have been experimenting using tie-dye
on white t-shirts. We started off by watching a
video showing different techniques then the
children chose the method which they liked the
best to create their tie-dye t-shirt. There was a
variety of different results. The children had
great fun and want to do the activity again.

Over the last 2 weeks, year 3 have
been busy exploring plants and how
water is transported around them We
conducted a small experiment to find
this out! We are waiting patiently to
watch these plants change colour!
In Topic, we have acted out the War
of the Roses and discovered that the
crown moved between Lancaster and
York a lot!
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Year 1 have been diving right into their
last topic of the year: The Great Fire of
London. They have been learning about
Thomas Farriner and the bakery that
started the fire. On
their WOW day, the
children made rock
cakes and tudor houses. We have learnt
London's Burning in makaton to perform
for you at our class assembly and we
can't wait to share it with you.
This week Reception have been very busy
continuing our water investigation, which we
have now titled: "Rainbow Water". We explored
reflection and refraction and surface tension,
thinking about the meniscus surface and how
it helps things to float.
We have been reading
the picture story "Float" and so used the
instructions in the book to make our own boats,
which we decorated and sailed to see how far
they would go!
We also harvested our first peas from the
garden this week! It was very exciting to see
these come to fruition. We made soup, which
was delicious!!
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Over the last two weeks,
Year 4 have learnt about
time and money in maths
and now we are moving on
to shape. In English we
have started our new piece
of writing which is a
newspaper report based on
the Disney short film Lava.
Today we will be
roleplaying being reporters
reporting on the event. In

science we have finished off our sound topic by making ear
defenders, we investigated which materials blocked out the most
sound. In art we have started learning about Tudor portraits
and the artist Holbein the Younger, we will be painting our own
portraits soon.

In topic we have learnt about why the War of

the Roses started and who was involved and about Catholics
and Protestants and why Henry VIII changed religion.
Nursery have had an exciting time finding
mini beasts in the conservation area after we
saw so much wildlife on our walk to the
library last week, the children are very
interested in this. We have made Father's Day
cards and have been working on our name
writing and touch counting.
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Midlands Air Ambulance
On Tuesday 7th June we were very lucky to have a visit from
the Midlands Air Ambulance. During a whole school assembly,
they explained the role of the air ambulance and how much
money they have to fundraise every year to be able to keep
saving people’s lives. They provided a fun and interactive insight
into the work of the lifesaving service and helped pupils
understand the importance of safety.
Children and staff in KS2 then had the opportunity to learn more
about first aid and in particular CPR and bleeding.

We hope in the near future they will visit again with the Helipod
and we aim to help them out with some fundraising aswell. Each
critically important air ambulance mission costs the charity
£2,500, which is entirely funded by charitable donations from
the general public and local businesses.
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Budding engineers in Years 5 & 6 competed
in the annual Greenpower Formula Goblin
Car event last Wednesday. Nine children
from St. Leonard’s attended the race day,
held at Curborough Sprint track in
Lichfield, competing against 31 other
primary school teams from around
Staffordshire. The team of children have
been working with apprentice engineers from
GE Stafford since February this year first
building the electric racing car then
designing and fitting bodywork, testing the

car and practising their driving for the various events. The children competed
in three challenges – slalom, sprint and drag races - and were judged on
aspects of teamwork including ‘Greenest bodywork’, ‘Best presented Team’ and
‘Spirit of Greenpower’. A great day was had by all and we are looking
forward to repeating the challenge next year with a new group of pupils!

Numeracy Survey Staffordshire County Council Adult Community Learning
What would help you to feel better about numbers?
You are not alone if you hate maths or think you’re not ‘a maths person’.
49% of adults feel the same.
But actually much of people’s numeracy skills are based on experiences and so skills can be
improved, for example to help your children with their homework, to budget better, to help
you get that job or progress in the one you are in now.
Confidence with numbers helps in every kind of job, from measuring building materials,
mixing hair dye or working out money.
Staffordshire Adult Community Learning wants to know what will help you. How do you learn?
From short courses to more innovative ways of learning, anything is possible! Help to shape
your future and the fully funded support that will be available to our community.
The survey link: https://consultation.staffordshire.gov.uk/skills-andemployability/numeracy-survey/

St. Leonard’s Primary School
Telephone: 01785 334960
Email: office@st-leonards-stafford.staffs.sch.uk
CARING, RESILIENT, RESPECTFUL, REFLECTIVE, CONFIDENT, RESPONSIBLE

Leonard’s Life!
Issue: 15

17 th June 2022

St. Leonard’s Primary School
Telephone: 01785 334960
Email: office@st-leonards-stafford.staffs.sch.uk
CARING, RESILIENT, RESPECTFUL, REFLECTIVE, CONFIDENT, RESPONSIBLE

