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A note from Mrs Spearing……
Exciting news!
Last term, I hinted that we were going to be involved in an exciting STEM project. I am
thrilled to announce that we have bought a Goblin car. This is a complete kit which allows
our chosen team of children to build a car to compete in the IET Formula Goblin project.
The project aims to inspire children ages 9 – 11 years old to take an interest in
engineering in a fun and innovative way. The kit comes flat packed with step by step
instructions guiding the team through the build in an easy to understand manner. We will
have a STEM ambassador who will come and support this team. The build introduces
children to basic mechanics and electrics. On completion, they can use it at one or many
of the Greenpower events held between March and October around the UK. The Goblin
G2 kit includes all parts required to complete the build of a fully functioning electric
racing car.
There will be more information sent out to you in due course.
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PTFA
The rescheduled PTFA AGM is on
Monday 31st January at 7.30pm via
Zoom. A treasurer is needed, do you
have any financial skills and are willing
to help out?
If you would like to join please email:
ptfa@st-leonardsstafford.staffs.sch.uk for the link.
All welcome!

28 th January 2022

Start Times
The gate opens at 8.45am for ALL children.
They should then go straight to their
classrooms. No children should be entering
school via the office before 9am. Children
arriving after 9am will be issued with a late
mark.
Collection Times
Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y2 - 3:15
Y3 and Y4 - 3:20
Y5 and Y6 - 3:25

Reception/Year 6 Height/Weight Checks
Tuesday 1st February
Tuesday 8th February
Chinese New Year Lunch for Pupils
Monday 21st – Friday 25th February
School closed for Half Term
Monday 28th February
School opens
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Year 2 really enjoyed their DT lessons this week. First they
tasted lots of ingredients that could make a vegetarian wrap
like houmous, pesto, refried beans. They used their senses to
explore these ingredients. They then decided on their favourite
ingredients and used these to add into their wraps. They used
lots of skills like peeling carrots, chopping cucumber, tearing
lettuce, spreading pesto and grating cheese.

In Leo’s Den we have been painting
winter scenes using the dot painting
method associate with Aboriginal art.
As the evenings are drawing out the
children are wrapping up warm and
taking the opportunity to be outside
playing their favourite team games like
forty forty in, cat and mouse and
football.
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This week year 3 have been
exploring Mono printing. We
used different colours and
materials to test out
pressure and different
tentures. We have also been
looking at different climates
around the world. We built
and tested our Earthquake
proof buildings!

Year One have been learning about different endangered animals
in Africa. They have been writing amazing stories and great
non-fiction texts about rhinos. In science and geography, they
have been learning about where
rhinos live and what Africa is like
there so that they are prepared to
make their rhino shelter later in the
term. We have finished this week
by making elephant toys, they were
certainly tricky but Year One's
super growth mindset really shone
as all children persevered to create
their toy!
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In Year 4, we finished our
earthquake-proof buildings by
testing and evaluating them. We
found out what made one building
stronger than another. This week
we are starting to learn about
batik in art ready for our next
piece. In topic we learnt about the
different between climates and biomes and how they are
different across the world. We have also started a new topic
in French, the alphabet so we have lots of new songs to
learn.
In Nursery we have enjoyed reading the
story of Jack Frost. We talked about
what we thought were warm and cold
colours. We have collaged our own
Jack Frost by using blue, silver and
white materials. We have made some
finger print snow drops after finding
some in the Conservation Area. In our
phonics we have been looking at our
phonics story and focusing on the U
sound.

St. Leonard’s Primary School
Telephone: 01785 334960
Email: office@st-leonards-stafford.staffs.sch.uk
CARING, RESILIENT, RESPECTFUL, REFLECTIVE, CONFIDENT, RESPONSIBLE

Leonard’s Life!
Issue: 9

28 th January 2022

Over the last two
weeks Reception have
continued to travel
around the world, with
Buddy Bee. We have
visited Australia and
seen Ayers Rock, and
thought carefully about the Aboriginal people.
We have also revisited Africa and thought a
little more about Kenya. In our Art, we used
repeating patterns to create borders, which we
decorated with our favourite African animals.
Over the past two weeks, Year 6
have been working extremely hard in
all subjects, particularly in Maths
where we have been tackling
fractions and English where we
have been focusing on a very
interesting book called 'The Island'
which focuses on key themes such
as: racism, xenophobia and
difference. We have also been making
huge strides with our North America
topic. We have learnt about the physical geography of North
America and identified mountain ranges, seas and coast lines. Y6
have developed a really in-depth knowledge of North America and
can't wait to continue with the topic. All round, a great few weeks
and I must say, I am so impressed with the children's commitment
to their learning and their hard work.
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Over the last couple of weeks,
Year 5 have been very busy
and working extremely hard. We
are enjoying our Earth and
space topic in science, learning
about the orbit of the Earth
around the sun and this week,
the moon's orbit around the
Earth. We are thoroughly
enjoying our text, The Island,

in English and are almost ready to write our diary entries. We have
been researching Mexican foods and are looking forward to making
some Mexican dishes, later this half term.
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You may be interested to know that we have 2 courses available, that we
can offer free of charge to residents of Staffordshire County Council,
thanks to funding we receive from their Adult Community Learning sector.
We have been delivering our training courses by Zoom meetings due to the covid pandemic
and have found this is working well as we can form groups of people who live in various parts
of the county. The zoom meetings will start at 5 p.m. for each of the courses.
Dyslexia and Multisensory Learning
Would you like to learn more about the benefits of multi-sensory learning?
Overview of the course - 20 hours duration
•
Definition of dyslexia
•
Overlapping conditions
•
Multi-sensory learning strategies
•
Reading and spelling strategies
•
Causation theories
•
Types of testing
•
Memory styles
•
Primary and secondary characteristics of dyslexia
A certificate of attendance is given to all who complete the course.
Dyslexia and Maths, Dyscalculia and Anxiety Around Maths
Would you like to learn more about types of difficulties with maths learning?
Overview of the course - 12 hours duration
•
Definition of dyslexic maths difficulties, dyscalculia and maths anxiety
•
Reasons for the difficulties
•
Multi-sensory learning strategies
•
Differences between types of difficulties
•
Reasonable adjustments in learning environments to support maths learning
•
Maths outside the classroom
•
Interventions to minimise maths anxiety
•
Causation theories
•
Types of testing
A certificate of attendance is given to all who complete the course.
Contact details: das@dyslexiastaffordshire.co.uk
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