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A note from Miss Cooke…… We have had yet another busy two weeks at St. Leonard's!
Christmas performance practise is in full swing with the sound of 'We wish you a
Merry Christmas' and 'Rockin' around the Christmas tree' echoing through the hall.
It is really getting everyone into the Christmas spirit. As I have said previously, we
are very much looking forward to having parents back in the school to watch their
children perform. As well as Christmas play practise, we celebrated Children in Need
with a whole school pyjama party. All classes learnt about Children in Need and
participated in a range of activities such as designing their own Pudsey! As Christmas
approaches, it makes me thankful for the term we have had as a school. It is so lovely
to visit the classrooms and see the achievements of different children and the
progress they are making.
As always, I will be in touch if there are any further updates or advice from the
authority, but for now enjoy your weekend and the run up to Christmas!
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Christmas Plays
We are so pleased that EYFS and KS1 will be
performing plays for you this Christmas.
Please order your tickets now!
w/c 15/11/2021
Class Attendance
R
95.76%
1
99.31%
2
94.07%
3
100%
4
96%
5
95.77%
6
97.44%

w/c 22/11/2021
Class
Attendance
R
94.51%
1
92.23%
2
92.67%
3
97.51%
4
96.40%
5
93.84%
6
90.43%

Wednesday 1st December: 9.30am EYFS
Thursday 2nd December: 2.00pm EYFS
Wednesday 8th December: 6.00pm KS1
Thursday 9th December: 2.00pm KS1

Pupils Christmas Lunch:
Wednesday 8th December
Christmas Jumper Day:
Friday 10th December
Christmas Party Day:
Thursday 16th December
PTFA Christmas Mufti Day:
Friday 17th December
School Closes for Christmas:
Friday 17th December
Inset Day:
Tuesday 4th January

Primary School Admissions 2022
Was your child born between 1st September
2017 and 31st August 2018? If so you will
need to apply for a place at primary school
for September 2022. You can apply online
at www.staffordshire.gov/admissions from
1st November 2021. The closing date for
applications is 15th January 2022. Parents
receive outcomes on National Offer Day 18th April 2022.

School opens to pupils:
Wednesday 5th January
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Hello Yellow Day
Mr Deaville has kindly put together a
snapshot of the fun activities children
from Nursery to Y6 took part in for Hello
Yellow day. I hope you enjoy watching it as
much as the children enjoyed taking part
in it-click on the link below to watch the
video: https://youtu.be/H7_-2V8fEo8
Thank you for your continued support to
help us make these days such a success,
raise awareness of Mental Health and
Wellbeing and raising money for the school
and Young Minds at the same time.
Mrs Hensley 🙂

Parent Consultation Telephone Calls
Your child’s Autumn Term Report will be sent
home to you on Friday 10th December.
Parent telephone calls will be held on the
afternoons of the following dates:
Monday 13th December: Y5/Y6
Tuesday 14th December: EYFS/KS1
Wednesday 15th December: Y3/Y4
Further details to follow.

26 th November 2021

Covid 19 Update
We have been working extremely closely with the
Local Authority Outbreak Team throughout the
pandemic and they have now advised us to ask
parents that where a child has a sibling or
household member who has tested positive, that
they take a PCR test and wait at home until a
negative result is returned. They have also
advised parents that if the PCR test is negative
they should then take a further test four or five
days later. Currently primary schools are where
we are seeing the highest increase in the spread
of the virus and by taking these steps it will help
mitigate the risk of further spread. We
understand how inconvenient that this can be
however we really need everyone’s support in
order to minimise the spread of the virus and to
keep our classrooms open.

Start Times
The gate now opens at 8.45am for ALL
children. They should then go straight to
their classrooms. No children should be
entering school via the office before 9am.
Children arriving after 9am will be issued with
a late mark.
Collection Times
Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y2 - 3:15
Y3 and Y4 - 3:20
Y5 and Y6 - 3:25
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Year 2 have enjoyed completing their
felt fish puppets this week. We worked
very hard to practise the skills of
sewing a running stitch as well as a
blanket stitch and we also practised
sewing a button on for the eye. It was
difficult but enjoyed persevering and
learning new skills.
This week in Leo’s Den the children
have been making dens using large
pieces of material stretched over chairs.
Working in groups of four the challenge
was set to see who could make the
biggest den. For the older children the
adult led activity was to make geometric
icicles. Tricky activity but great fun.
Last week, Year 1 children were
learning about human and physical
geographic features at the seaside.
They spent time designing their perfect
seaside resort and then were able to
create it using boxes from home and
all sorts of craft resources from inside
the class. The children loved having
free creative control and making the
classroom as messy as possible!!
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This week Year 3 explored different
levels of society throughout the Roman
empire. We got into our roles and
learnt about what life would be like for
different people. We became experts and
answered questions from the class. In
science we have been exploring
magnetism and magnets. We learnt
some key words attract and repel.
In Nursery we have enjoyed looking
at the story of Goldilocks and the
Three Bears. We have made some
masks of our favourite characters in
the story and enjoyed making and
tasting porridge. Most children said
it was yummy! We have been
learning about families and talking
about who we live with.
This week Year 4 have been busy
making mini water worlds in science,
we planted cress seeds in compost
and as the seeds grow we get to see
the water cycle in action. In topic
we have been learning about how
someone might have become a
Roman gladiator, it didn't look like a
very nice life, we wouldn't want to
eat porridge all the time!
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Year 5 really enjoyed dressing
up for Children In Need Day
last Friday. We learnt all about
its history and the groups that
benefit from the fundraising.
We have been hard at work
planning and preparing to
write our evacuee diaries, as
well as learning about
evacuation and The Blitz in
topic. We had great fun making
boats in science, learning
about upthrust, displacement and water resistance.
Reception have been very busy this week! In addition to rehearsing
our Nativity, ready for next week; we have been exploring seasonal
change. The crisp move towards
more wintery weather sparked a
lot of talk and so off we went to
the conservation area to have a
hunt for signs of the oncoming
new season. We have also been
talking about clothes we need to
wear to keep warm in the winter.
In our wider learning, we have
been thinking about the biomes of
the world and used the story
"We're Going on a Bear Hunt" to
learn about and name them. In our writing project this week, we
also thought about what it would be like to experience them for

ourselves. We really loved the thick, oozy mud!
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Over the past couple of weeks in
Year 6, we have been very busy. In
Topic, we have been learning about
evacuation and putting ourselves in
the shoes of an evacuee. In English,
we have taken on the persona of
Geoff Beanon and we are writing a
letter about our illustrious career at
Heinz. Poppies have been our art
focus and we have been using string
to create a poppy print. We are just
starting to get into the Christmassy mood as well!

News from the PTFA…….We’re planning a Winter Wonderland Festival from Wednesday 01 – Friday 17
December.
The first event will be Raffles at the Christmas Plays that are taking place for EYFS and KS1 – it costs £1 per
entry to be in with a chance to win a lovely Christmas hamper, packed full of goodies to help you celebrate in
style. Please visit ParentPay if you would like to buy a ticket – names will go into a hat and the draw for each
hamper will happen at the end of each show. Fingers crossed, and good luck!
There will be a ‘Guess the name of Santa’s Dog’ competition. Year 6 will be introducing the dog to all the classes
and your children are welcome to guess his/her name, £1 per go, again, payable via ParentPay.
Encourage creativity in your children and give them free rein in decorating their perfect Christmas tree (see
emails for template). Their creations can then be handed in to their teacher who will choose a winner from
each class. Selection boxes are up for grabs as prizes. Again, it’s just £1 per entry, payable via ParentPay and
the winners of all the competitions will receive their prizes on the last day of term.
And finally, don’t forget Mufti Day on the final day of school, Friday 17 December when your children can come
in their best festive attire for £1, payable over ParentPay.
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Develop children's vocabulary and social skills whilst having
fun!!

If you are struggling for Christmas present ideas,

have a look at these gifts recommended by Speech and
Language Therapists.
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