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A note from Mrs Spearing……
What an exciting start to this half term we have had! It was wonderful to see how
children engaged with the STEM/Science week and this newsletter will show you some
of the fantastic learning that took place that week. We have also bought something
very exciting for the school, which is STEM related, but I am going to keep that as a
surprise until after Christmas 
I can’t believe it but Christmas is only a few weeks away! Where has this year gone?
Children and staff in EYFS and KS1 are starting their preparations for their
Christmas performances. We really hope that you will be able to come and see these
performances in person. I, along with other Staffordshire Headteachers are receiving
regular updates and advice from the authority. I will, of course, keep you updated
with any plans/restrictions needed so that this can happen.
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Christmas Plays
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We are so pleased that EYFS and KS1 will be
performing plays for you this Christmas.
Please save the following dates:
Wednesday 1st December: 9.30am EYFS
Thursday 2nd December: 2.00pm EYFS
Wednesday 8th December: 6.00pm KS1
Thursday 9th December: 2.00pm KS1
Further details to follow!

Odd Socks Day:
Monday 15th November
Children in Need:
Friday 19

th

November

PTFA AGM:
Monday 22nd November
Reception – Y6 Flu Vaccinations:
Thursday 25th November
Christmas Jumper Day:
Friday 10th December
Christmas Party Day:
Thursday 16th December

Primary School Admissions 2022
Was your child born between 1st September
2017 and 31st August 2018? If so you will
need to apply for a place at primary school
for September 2022. You can apply online
at www.staffordshire.gov/admissions from
1st November 2021. The closing date for
applications is 15th January 2022. Parents
receive outcomes on National Offer Day 18th April 2022.

School Closes for Christmas:
Friday 17th December
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Children in Need
Friday 19th November is Children in
Need day and once again we will be taking part
and raising money for charity.
In exchange for a donation, children will be
allowed to come to school wearing their
pyjamas or onesies. Donations can be made by
following the link below:
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Fo
c/Default.aspx?shopid=4628

12 th November 2021

Odd Socks Day
In support of anti-bullying week, we will be
holding an odd socks day on Monday 15th
November. Children can wear odd socks with
their school uniform. These can be worn under or
over the trouser hem or over the top of tights.
No donation is required.

PTFA AGM

Parent Consultation Telephone Calls
Your child’s Autumn Term Report will be sent
home to you on Friday 10th December.
Parent telephone calls will be held on the
afternoons of the following dates:
Tuesday 14th December: EYFS/KS1
Wednesday 15th December: Y3/Y4
Thursday 16th December: Y5/Y6
Further details to follow.

We are always looking for new members, and we
need your support to ensure the PTFA can continue.
Experience is not a necessity, just a commitment to
want to help your child’s school and the ability to
support and work with others. Our AGM is being
held on Monday 22nd November from 7.30pm on
Zoom, and for anyone interested we will be looking
to elect, or re-elect roles for the Chairperson,
Treasurer, Secretary and Publicity positions. If you
can’t commit to the monthly meetings but would like
to help with activities or events, that’s great too.
To confirm your attendance please email by 9am on
Monday 22nd November: ptfa@st-leonardsstafford.staffs.sch.uk
If you’re unable to join us for the PTFA, but are
interested in joining us please drop us a line to let us
know too. And if you haven’t already, please do join
our Facebook Group to find out what we’re up to:
@stleonardsstaffordptfa
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In Year 1 this week the children have used
their maths skills to measure in cm how far
their rockets could go. They engineered their
rocket to fly using straws of different
lengths and thicknesses. This was very
exciting and turned into a bit of a
competition between the children. Jacob A's
rocket came in first travelling 172cm, second
place was Ethan’s at 151cm and third place
was Ryan with 142cm.

Year 2 thoroughly enjoyed their science week in school, learning all
about women in history who have been into space and helped
NASA. We focused on STEM
activities, making parachutes
with different material
canopies to find out which
material was most suitable
for an astronaut. We also
made flying rockets which we
investigated by flying them

at different angles to see
whose rocket could fly the
furthest distance.
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Year 3 enjoyed learning about Space
last week. We explored different
forces like gravity and made our
own eggnauts using our design and
technology skills!

We discovered a

bigger parachute was key to an uncracked egg! We have also been
learning about Mae Jemison and
done some wonderful writing about
her life and achievements!
During Space Week the children from Leo’s Den
went into the Conservation Area and created a
space rocket using all natural resources. The
children were put into teams and were given
twenty minutes to build their rocket. The children
had great fun furrowing around to produce
their end result!
Over the last two weeks Nursery
have collected leaves from the
Conservation Area and used them to
make leaf prints. We talked about
Bonfire night and had fun making
firework pictures and rockets. We
also talked about Remembrance Day
and made some Poppies. With
Jigsaw Jennie we talked about the
things we were good at saying and
that it’s ok to be good at different things from our friends.
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During STEM week, Year 4 did
lots of different activities. We
learnt about Katherine Johnson,
Dorothy Vaughan, Dr Christine
Darden and Mary Jackson and
wrote fact files about them. We
helped our 'Eggnaut' land safely
by finding out the best way to
build a shuttle and parachute to
protect them, although some of
out Eggnauts were a little worse for wear after their landing
attempts! In maths we completed some puzzles and challenges, some
of them were very difficult but we persevered. We also made moon
buggies out of recycled materials and in art we drew our own
space objects inspired by what Messier saw through his telescope.
In Year 5, we enjoyed
completing a range of
different activities
linked to Space Week.
We did some fantastic
diary writing based on
a short film called
Space Monkey,
attempted some tricky
problem solving in
maths, researched and
made fact files about influential women linked to space travel and
produced some brilliant art work.
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Reception had lots of fun
exploring during space week. As
well as learning about important
people such as Helen Sharman
and Dorothy Vaughan, we
learned about the planets in our
solar system and thought about
what is would be like to visit
them. We really liked Jupiter!
We shared the book "The Way
Back Home". We wrote about
what happened in the story and became interested in the idea of
walkie talkies, which the boy and the alien use to communicate. We
had a go at making some of our own!
Year 6 have enjoyed a focus on STEM
during the past two weeks. We have
learnt about 'Hidden Figures'; four
women who broke down many
barriers to become part of the Space
Race. Moon bases have been built
which include sleeping quarters, green
houses and different power sources.
In addition to this, we have combined
maths and technology and solved
several challenging maths missions to
find the gold! We have also discussed
a range of jobs linked to STEM and
have several engineers in the making!
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On Thursday 4th November, our Y5 and 6 girl's football team took
part in a school at Riverway. They played really well and came
third in their group. The girls were enthusiastic, competitive and
represented our school superbly. Well done to Chloe, Mihira, Ruby
W, Iris, Indie, Ruby E, Lily, Esmae and Amelia!

On Monday 1st November, Susie Stinton, from School Games
(funded by Sport England) came to St Leonard's to train some of
the Year 6 children in becoming junior referees (Whistlers course).
They learnt the basics of refereeing throughout the day and received
their own whistle, coin and certificate. They were then invited to
help referee at the girl's football tournament at Riverway. They all
did brilliantly and thoroughly enjoyed their experience. Well done!
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