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A note from Mrs Spearing…… Returning to school has been a joy. I have really missed seeing
everyone but have been in regular contact with Miss Cooke who has done a great job leading the
school in my absence. All the staff have pulled together to support each other to ensure your
children have settled well into their new classes. As you will all be aware, we have had to return
to some of the Covid measures from before the summer holidays. I am sure you are as
disappointed as we are that this is the case. However, we are hoping that putting in preventative
measures early will stop us having to return to stricter measures later on. Your children have
accepted these changes and continue to amaze me with their resilience. Many thanks for
continuing to support us in our efforts to keep school as safe as possible.
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We have received several complaints about dangerous parking in and
around St. Christopher’s Terrace/St. Georges Road.
Our advice to you is if you see illegally parked vehicles is to
photograph and report this to the police. Can we please remind you
again to consider where you park, think about if pedestrians can cross
the road safely and do not block private drives.
Please consider parking on B&Q and walking!
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Coronavirus Update
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents who have shown their support to us
following the revised guidance we received from the Local Authority last week.
If your child is displaying any of the three main Covid symptoms, even if you believe it is not Covid
related, we ask that they attend a testing site for a free PCR test by visiting
https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or calling 119.
Children who have any of the typical COVID symptoms, must isolate at home and get a PCR test.
Main symptoms are:
 High temperature – this means they feel hot to touch on their chest or back (you do not
need to measure their temperature)
 New and continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if they usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
 Loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this mean they have noticed they cannot
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal
If your child receives a positive result you must email us the result as soon as you receive them so
we can do the necessary notifications – even if this is out of school hours.
Lateral Flow tests are not sufficient to determine whether a symptomatic person is negative.
Lateral flow tests are designed to help identify asymptomatic cases i.e. people who are not
displaying symptoms. A PCR test must be taken by anyone displaying typical Covid symptoms.
PCR testing and close contact
If a child in a year group phase bubble tests positive, we will:
 Send out a letter informing all parents within that phase bubble
 We will strongly advise that children within that phase bubble get a PCR test within 3
days.
 We ask that you keep your children at home until they are tested and until you receive the
result
It is also advised that, if a child’s siblings or parents have Covid, they:
 PCR test when possible
 We ask that they stay at home until they receive their result
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On Friday 22 October 2021, we will wear pink.
Raise money and help make life-saving breast cancer
research and life-changing care happen. If there
ever was a time to put on that pink top, proudly
drape that pink feather boa around your neck or pull
up those pink socks, it’s now. We are asking families
to make a donation via their ParentPay accounts –
this is open now. Thank you for your support.
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Older siblings can come straight into school via the
office after 8:45 when the gates have opened.
All other children are to come in at the time allocated
via the entrance above.
Thank you for your support with this.

Just a polite reminder about ordering school
dinners. A link to a survey is sent out on a
Monday/Tuesday to order meals for the
following week. The survey closes at 3.00pm
on a Thursday and no meals can be ordered
after this time. Payment should also be made
at your time of ordering via your ParentPay
account. Meals cost £2.35 per day but are
free for children who are in Reception, Year 1,
Year 2 or are in receipt of benefit related
free school meals.
If you think you may be entitled to free school
meals, please apply via:
https://apps2.staffordshire.gov.uk/web/fsmweb/

Even if you don't want your children to have
the meals, claiming them helps our school. The
more eligible parents who claim meals, the
more funding the school receives.
Every Friday ParentPay is updated and will
show if your account has a balance or arrears.
Please ensure you check this each week and
clear any arrears before any further meals are
taken. Thank you for your support with this.
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Harvest
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Y6 Laches Wood Visit:
11th –15th October
Y1/Y2 Dinosaur Day:
Thursday 14th October
Wear it Pink!

Thank you to everyone who sent in donations for
the House of Bread. We were very impressed with
all of your donations and the House of Bread are
extremely grateful.
A little bit about the House of Bread…
Since 2010 House of Bread (HOB) has supported
vulnerable and homeless people in Stafford and the
surrounding area.
Throughout the week we hold activities and dropin sessions providing food, friendship, support and
advice available to anyone who comes along and who
we like to call our Friends.
Ask any of our visitors and they will tell you, it isn't
a house that makes a home; it's the family inside it.
House of Bread is like a real home; we eat
together, laugh together, cry together, share
success and support each other in times of crisis.
The support offered by HoB includes practical
support such as though our Food, Toiletry and
Clothing Banks plus advice, guidance on a range of
issues as well as signposting to professional
organisations.
HoB is available to anyone and we mean anyone. All
Are Welcome at House of Bread.

Friday 22nd October
Half Term:
25

th

– 29th October

Reception – Y6 Flu Vaccinations:
Thursday 25th November
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To continue our topic in Year 2 on special gardens
in RE and how to care for the environment, we had
a visit from Stafford litter heroes. Clive talked to the
children about litter, recycling and why it is
important to collect rubbish in the bin. He spoke
about nature and caring for it and how long it takes
rubbish to disappear from the environment. Did you
know it takes up to 6 months for an egg box to
disintegrate?
This week in Year
3 we have been
exploring light using our own
investigations. We learnt that the closer
the torch is to the opaque object the
larger the shadow it casts.
In maths we have started to use
column method to help us exchange tens
for hundreds. We have looked at why
the Romans invaded Britain and learnt
that a storm scared Julius Ceasar away not the Celts!

Nursery have been busy collecting autumn
leaves in the conservation area, we have
used our collage skills to make Autumn
wreaths. The children are enjoying our
treasured text 'Dear Zoo', we had fun
moving around like the animals in the
story in our P.E session.
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Last Friday, Year 1 invited a T-Rex to
come for a tea party with them! They
put in lots of hard work into their
writing, knowing that at the end they
would be able to throw a fantastic tea
party for their new dinosaur friend. It
was so much fun and we can't wait till
our next party!

This term in Year 4 we have been learning
about bread in DT, to finish off our bread
topic we made our own loaves of bread, we
then got to try them and evaluate them. They
were delicious!

In Reception we
have continued to think about ourselves
and our families. We explored how
technologies have changed over time and
how our lives might be different from
our Parents and Grandparents. We have
continued to think about all the
wonderful things we can do and had a
wonderful go at writing sentences about this. The children have had
lots of fun creating and building in the outdoor area, where we
have seen some fantastic motorbikes!
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Year 5 have had a great day learning all
about mental health and wellbeing. We
have been in the Conservation Area,
where we found a quiet, peaceful place to
focus on our breathing and listen to the
sounds of nature. We made wellbeing
wheels to help us identify and regulate
our feelings. We have also done some
laughter yoga and mindfulness art.
Over the past couple of weeks in Year 6, we have been extremely
busy. Bikeability was a fantastic experience. Despite the wind and
the rain, the children learnt so much about being safe on the roads
- they should be very proud of themselves! This week, we have been
gearing up for our trip to Laches Wood. We are all a mix of nerves
and excitement! Expect updates next week. We can't wait!
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