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Welcome Back
It was wonderful t o welcome all o f our children back to school after the summer break.
Everyone h as returned with a positive attitude and they have taken all the new
arrangements in their stride which is a credit to all of our children. It was also great to
see so many parents again this week. Can I take this opportunity to thank you all for
embracing the new normal, we appreciate your support. Miss Cooke
Changes to Collection and Drop off
The school day officially begins at 9:00 and ends at 3:25. However, children can arrive
when the gates open at 8:45. The morning session for our Nursery children will begin at
8:45 and finish at 11:45am with the afternoon
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Covid Testing and Contact Tracing
As you will be aware, the government are moving away from stringent restrictions on
everyone’s day-to-day lives, towards advising people on how to protect themselves and
others, alongside targeted interventions to reduce risk.
The most important symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of any of the following:


a new continuous cough



a high temperature



a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) For most
people, COVID-19 will be a mild illness. However, if you have any of the symptoms
above, even if your symptoms are mild, stay at home and arrange to have a test.

The guidance states that:‘If anyone arrives at your school or develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild,
you should send them home and they should follow public health advice. If a
parent or carer insists on a pupil attending your school, you can take the decision
to refuse the pupil.’
We all want all of our children to attend school fully, however can we respectfully ask
that if your child has any of the symptoms, please take them for a test to avoid any
uncomfortable conversations on the school gate which can result in children becoming
unnecessarily upset. Pupils, staff and other adults should not come into school if they
have symptoms, have had a positive test result or other reasons requiring them to
stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID19 (for example, they are
required to quarantine).
What will happen if there is a positive case in a primary school?
From 16th August, school children will no longer be required to self-isolate if they
are a contact of a positive case. Instead, children will be contacted by NHS Test &
Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case and should take
a PCR, not LFT, test. They only need to isolate if they test positive.
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School Forms
At the beginning of each school year, we have to check
that all of our pupil information is up to date and
accurate. We will be sending home your child’s data
collection sheet over the next few days. Please can you
check this and sign or amend with any changes. Please
send it back to school promptly.
If you are new to St. Leonard’s, you will need to fill in a
consent form booklet which ensures consent for the time
that your child is at St. Leonard’s, unless you inform the
school otherwise. We are very aware of the
administration that is involved, however we are legally
obliged to obtain this information and we thank you all in
advance for supporting the process.
Nut Free School
We are a nut free school. Please do not send in any nut
based foods or products that may contain any type of nut,
i.e peanut, almond or coconut. This includes chocolate
spreads (Nutella) and certain cakes (Battenberg) and also
some types of lipsalves. If your child requires a lipsalve,
please can it be of a clear Vaseline type and nut free, also
ensure it is named. We do have children in our school with
severe nut allergies so this information is crucial. We thank
you for your support with this.

Children in our Nursery and
Reception class enjoy a carton of
milk each day.
Up until the age of 5 children are
entitled to free milk.
Please let your teacher know if you
do not want your child to have
milk.

Children in Nursery, Reception,
Year One and Year Two will all
receive a piece fruit as part of the
government run scheme.
Please let your teacher know if you
do not want your child to have fruit.

On Friday 22 October 2021, we will wear pink.
Raise money and help make life-saving breast
cancer research and life-changing care happen. If
there ever was a time to put on that pink top,
proudly drape that pink feather boa around your
neck or pull up those pink socks, it’s now. We are
asking families to donate via their ParentPay
accounts on this day. Thank you.
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School Photograph Day:
Thursday 30

th

September

Harvest Festival:
Wednesday 6th October
Y6 Laches Wood Visit:
11th –15th October
Y1/Y2 Dinosaur Day:
Thursday 14th October
Wear it Pink!
Friday 22nd October:
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We do have spaces available in our
Before and After School Provision.
Places must be booked in advance.
Booking forms and further information
is available from the School Office.
Leo’s Den runs from 7.50am - 9.00am
and 3.15pm/3.25pm - 6.00pm. Leo’s
Den Staff are: Mrs Howell and Miss
Stanley and they can be contacted on:
07981855843 during opening hours.

Jigsaw PSHE - 'Being Me In My World' Puzzle Launch Assembly focus - how we can use our words
and actions and what we say to be kind to someone else.
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Year 2 have been reading the book 'The
secret sky garden'. It is a beautiful story
about a girl who transforms an
abandoned area into a beautiful area. We
have focused the start of our new term
on encouraging children to value their
local community and consider ways to
improve it. As one of our activities linked
to this book, Y2 went on a local walk to
take part in a litter pick. We also created
posters to persuade people in our community about putting rubbish in the
bin. We have put these posters up around our local area.
Year One took a trip to the conservation
area to complete observational drawings.
They found their favourite place to sit and
then drew what they could see. When we got
back to the classroom, they used their
sketches to create watercolour paintings.

Year 3 have been discussing growth
mindset. We have explored colour using
paint and used this to create our own
class moto: Aim to be better than
yesterday! We have been walking around
our local community and explored some
descriptive language to create our own
free verse poem!
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This week at Nursery we have been
settling in and welcoming all the children
to Leo's nursery. We have been learning
to wash our hands independently, line up
correctly and how to use the resources
in nursery. Our favourite activity has
been playdough and the Peppa Pig small
world. We have been enjoying the lovely
weather and have all had a go at
drawing and painting a sunshine and
have collaged ice lollies.
We have settled down really quickly in
Year 5 and have had a great start to
the year. We have had a busy start to
the term and have enjoyed reading a
story called The Promise. We are just
finishing off writing poetry linked to
the story about a girl who plants
acorns in her cold, grey, lifeless city.

Reception class have had a
wonderful first full week at
school. They have been
working very hard on all
their challenges!
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This week Year 4 have been looking at the book
The Promise. We have learnt about rewilding,
observations of trees, environmental activism,
community gardens and our local area. We have
used freeze frames to help us with our writing
and drawn trees in the conservation area.

Since we have returned to school, Year 6
have settled in brilliantly. We have
engaged in a variety of PSHE activities:
discussing our worries and how to
manage them, setting goals for our year
at school and explaining what we are
grateful for. In addition to this, we
have focused on our English skills by
writing setting descriptions and letters to
the council about the need for more green
spaces as these benefit our mental health. All in all a great week!

Mrs Howell and Miss Stanley look
forward to welcoming back both old
and new children to Leo’s Den. To
book a place please contact the School
Office.
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Years 1 to 6 had their
first assembly together
on Monday morning for
nearly 2 years!

It was

lovely to see them all
together again.
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