Who will be working with your child?
•
•
•
•

Miss Bayliffe (Y1 Teacher)
Mrs Hart (TA)
Mrs Vance (TA)

Miss Murphy (TA)

What will my child be learning?
EYFS Curriculum:
- Understanding of the world
- Personal, social and emotional
- Physical development
- Communication and language
- Expressive arts and design
- Mathematics
- Literacy

National Curriculum in Year 1

-

English (Phonics, Reading, Spelling, Grammar, Writing)

-

Maths

-

Science

-

History

-

Geography

-

Art

-

D.T (Design Technology)

-

PE (Physical Education)

-

Music

-

Computing

-

RE (Religious Education)

-

PSHE/Jigsaw (Physical, Social & Health Education)

Reading
• Individual reading
• Small group guided reading groups
• Whole class guided reading groups
Please make sure your son/daughter has their
reading diary and reading book in school everyday.
Encourage your child to be a reading space
cadet champion, flying through the galaxy!
Move up the planets by completing reading
challenges.

Phonics
•
•
•
•
•

Phonics is integral to everything we do in Year 1!
Phonics sessions everyday
Specific phonics interventions will be given where they are needed

Children will be sent home (when necessary) with flashcards to practise sounds
It is important that your children use their phonic knowledge when reading at
home. They should practise segmenting sounds and blending them back together.

• Phonics Screening Check June 2022

Spellings
• Year 1 Common Exception Words and 100 High Frequency Words
• Spelling words linked to statutory requirements from the National
Curriculum

• Spellings will be given out every out every Monday
• Spelling test will be done every Friday

Handwriting
• Children will be taught to form lower-case letters of the correct size and
start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters.

• Children will be taught to use spacing between words that reflects the size of
the letters they are writing .

• Children will be taught when and where to use capital letters.
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English
• Reading, phonics, spelling and handwriting all form part of the English curriculum.
• Grammar and writing are the other focuses.
• Children will be taught about:
Punctuation including full stops, capital letters, question marks and exclamation marks
Co-ordinating conjunctions (and, but, or)

Adjectives (doing words) and verbs (action words)
Singular and plural words

Prefixes and suffixes

• In our writing, we will cover a range of genres including narratives, non-fiction writing, and poetry. Children
will gain experience of how to plan and edit their own work.

Maths
• Count in steps (2, 5, 10 from 0)
• Recognise place value in two-digit numbers

• Solve problems with addition and subtraction
• Number bonds to 10 fluently and number bonds to 20

• Recognise fractions ½ ¼
• Use appropriate standard units of measure
• Identify 2-D and 3-D shapes

Topic
Autumn Term

- How has our world changed?
This topic is themed around dinosaurs, holidays and seaside towns. We will
investigate the United Kingdom and important people who have impacted on
our lives through their discoveries.

Spring Term

- Is it our responsibility to help?
This topic will think about the world around us in terms of animals, habitats
and pollution. It will encourage children to think about how our actions impact
others around the world and make them think about how we can help.
Summer Term

- Which is more powerful, fire or water?
This topic will link to inventions, natural disasters, weather patterns and even
cover pirates! We will think about changes in our lifetimes and significant
historical events around where we live.

PE (Physical Education)
•
•
•
•

PE will take place on a Monday morning and a Thursday morning.
Children must have PE kit on these days
No earrings or jewellery are to be worn during PE

Long hair must be tied back
Please ensure that all of your child’s PE kit and pumps are labelled!

Home Learning
• Home Learning Credit Challenges will be given out at the start of each half
term, covering the different areas of the curriculum.

• Each challenge will be worth 3 credits. There is a minimum requirement to
complete challenges up to 6 credits (2 challenges) but please feel free to do as
many as you like! The more your child completes, the more credits they earn!

• Spellings, phonics flashcards and reading sent home as stated previously.

Healthy School
• Please send your child into school with water bottles, ensuring that they are
named.

• In the morning, your child may bring in a healthy snack or you can purchase
tuck (money must be handed in on a Friday for the week in advance)

• In the afternoon, fruit is provided by school.

Behaviour Expectations & Rewards
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Credits

Star Jar
Star of the Week

Certificates
Presentation Assembly

Good job rewards
Special pencils

Regulation station
Restorative practise

In the morning…
• Children will enter school through the blue doors in the small playground at the

front of school
• A member of staff will always be on the door to greet the children and take
messages which will be passed on to class teachers
• Year 1’s cloakroom is directly behind these doors, they will have to hang their bags
and coats on their peg, remembering to bring their reading book, reading diary and
spelling book into the classroom.
• I will show your child out of school at the end of the day so if you need to discuss
anything about your child then you can do this then. If you require a longer
appointment then please email the office to arrange this.

What are the main differences between
Reception and Year 1?
• The principle of Early Years is learning through play in which children can link different

elements of their knowledge. Children are encouraged to be independent in their choices of
activities and resources.

• In Year 1, your child’s day will be more structured with a distinct separation between play
and learning. Children are taught to know and recognise what subject they are learning
about.

• Children will be expected to sit for longer periods in a more formal approach as the year
progresses. This is done steadily so that they are eased into it.

• There is no continuous provision for outdoor learning but children will take part in two
sessions of PE a week and Forest School throughout the year. Opportunities to learn
outside are taken wherever possible and children are given three break times in a day.

Transition Activities
• I am sending with this video a recording of myself reading one of my
favourite children’s storybooks with my dog Harry.

• I completed an online transition with your children in the last week before
the holidays and read them another of my favourite books in class.

• We will spend a couple of weeks doing transition activities in September to
ensure that we can spend our time getting to know your children as well as
we can and making sure they are comfortable and happy with the Year 1
routines.

Thank you!
• Thank you so much for watching this video. I hope that it has helped answer
some of your questions and made you feel more prepared for September.

• If you have any further questions, please email me at:
arbayliffe@st-leonards-stafford.staffs.sch.uk

